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FERTILIZERS  FOR  SHADE  TREES 

Perhaps  the  best  all  around  fertilizer  for  shade  trees  is  stable 
manure  applied  around  the  tree  within  the  spread  of  the  limbs  in 
fall  or  spring.  Where  this  is  not  readily  available  or  where 
its  use  is  likely  to  be  objectionable,  icommercial  fertilizers 
can  be  substituted.  A  very  good  fertilizer  to  use  is  bone 
meal  with  a  small  amount  of  nitrate  of  soda  added.  A  mixture  of 
10  parts  of  bone  meal  to  1  of  nitrate  of  soda  would  be  very  satis- 
factory. The  amount  of  this  to  use  will  vary  with  the  size  of  the 
tree.  A  tree  10  feet  high  would  require  about  2  pounds,  while 
a  tree  that  is  almost  mature  could  utilize  about  8  to  10  pounds  of 
this  manure. 

Early  Spring  Best  Time  for  Applying  Fertilizer 

This  material  should  not  be  applied  late  in  the  growing  season  on 
account  of  the  tendency  to  induce  continued  growth  into  the  autumn 
period  which  is  likely  to  be  followed  by  winter  injury.  The  best 
results  will  follow  when  it  is  applied  about  the  time  the  leaves  are 
opening  in  spring  or  somewhat  earlier. 

If  this  material  is  scattered  on  the  ground  covering  the  area 
within  the  spread  of  the  limbs,  it  will  give  very  good  results,  but 
it  is  somewhat  better  to  get  it  deeper  into  the  soil.  Where  it  is 
impossible  to  cultivate  as  in  the  case  of  lawns  or  shade  trees  in  streets, 
the  easiest  method  is  to  punch  holes  with  a  crow  bar  or  other  tool 
about  6  inches  deep  and  pour  the  fertilizer  into  these  holes.  If  such 
holes  are  made  12  to  18  inches  apart  over  the  area  mentioned,  it  will 
give  adequate  fertilization.  The  applications  made  in  this  way  do  not 
encourage  the  root  system  to  come  close  to  the  surface  where  drought 
is  likely  to  injure  them  later  and  does  not  encourage  grass  to  absorb 
the  fertilizer  which  shoiild  go  to  the  tree.  If  such  applications  are 
made  they  might  be  given  most  every  other  year  or  if  good  results 
follow,  additional  applications  may  be  delayed  until  the  tree  shows 
further  need  of  fertility.  ,  -  . 
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Seven  or  eight  pounds  or  ready  mixed  commercial  fertilizer  at 
about  4-8-6  composition  can  also  be  used  in  this  way  with  success, 
but  the  bone  meal-nitrate  combination  has  certain  advantages  in  that 
ir  is  not  all  used  up  in  a  short  time,  and  thus  is  available  to  the  tree 
over  a  longer  period. 

How  to  Tell  When  Trees  Need  Fertilization 

Whether  a  tree  needs  fertility  or  not  can  be  determined  best  by  its 
foliage  and  twigs.  A  healthy  tree  has  large  dark  green  foliage  and 
its  twig  growth  is  fairly  long  and  plump.  When  a  tree  has  light 
colored  small  leaves,  and  the  twig  growth  is  short  and  thin,  fertilizer 
is  likely  to  be  beneficial. 


